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Pong in the
BCC, with
Some Ping
BY AMBER NO WAK
ASSOCIATE NEWS EDITOR

wMacklin Reid/'Ihe Ridgcflcld Press
It is unclear as to what Fairfield Univ. will do with it's new $9 million house

Fairlield's New $9 Million Crib
45 Minute Commute too Far for Student Housing
BY ANNIE ROONEY
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

Fairfield's Christmas present came
a few days late when the Lawrence family donated their $9 million mansion to
the University.
Named a "Modern Minimalist
Masterpiece," by ResidenceHouseDesign.com, this 5-acre hilltop mansion
has 50-mile views, indoor and outdoor
pools, a glass bridge to a private tower
with the master bedroom, a penthouse
office, and an observation deck.
The University has yet to release
any public statement on its future usage
of the gift. "The University is considering a variety of options for the property's
future use but no decisions have been
made," said Senior Vice President for
Academic Affairs Fr. Paul Fitzgerald, S.J.
"It will not be appropriate for student
housing," he added.
The house was first a home to art
collector Alice Lawrence and second a

What's Inside
"THE VINE": A STUDY
ABROAD EXPERIENCE
LIKE No OTHER

venue for her $19 million art collection.
Designed by renowned architect Rafael
Vinoly, and built in 1993, the unique
16,000-square-foot house has only two
bedrooms and four bathrooms.
It was mostly used to display
Lawrence's widespread modern art
collection, consisting of pieces by Leger,
Magritte, Gorky, Rothko and Lucian
Freud that sold at a 2008 auction, according to the Ridgefield Press.
When Lawrence passed away in
2008, her children decided to donate
the mansion to Fairfield University after
agreeing with the University's mission
statement.
"The Lawrences were on campus.
I think they felt comfortable, seeing
what Fairfield has already done, that
they would find a way that Alice's legacy
would be respected and maintained,"
attorney Robert Berchem told the
Ridgefield Press as the family's spokesman.
Dr. David Gudelunas, Associate

Professor of Communication, said the
house is part of a long tradition of Connecticut modernism.
"A lot of people expect to see midcentury inspired modernism in places
like Southern California, but may be
surprised to learn that Connecticut has
some of the most brilliant examples of
modernist architecture. The Lawrence
house is a stunning example of the
power and stark beauty of minimalism. I was thrilled to hear that Fairfield
University was gifted this amazing property.' I'd be glad to move in and serve
as a care-keeper for the property, but I
doubt anyone will let me."
Fairfield University is a tax-exempt
entity as an independent organization
therefore it would not have to pay this
year's mansion taxes of $77,357, as long
as it is used for charitable or educational purposes.
"The University's administration is
considering future usage of the gift," Fr.
Fitzgerald said.
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Tom McKiver/The Mirror

Playing ping-pong to support children in
need? Sounds like a good deal. Student programming, University athletics, and concern for a
good cause came together in perfect harmony
last Thursday through a FUSA-sponsored pingpong tournament event to raise money for Each
One Counts Foundation.
The catered event took place in the Lower
Level Barone Campus Center and was well
attended, considering the University had shut
down that day due to snow. Students donated
$10 to compete in ping-pong competitions and
participated in free raffles. One hundred percent
of the proceeds went toward helping children in
need. No funds raised by Each One Counts are
used for administrative expenses.
Each One Counts provides funding to pediatric hospices around the country to support
complimentary pain management. The organization is devoted to easing the physical and
emotional pain of chronically and terminally ill
children receiving pediatric hospice and palliative care.
The foundation, which began three years
ago, addresses these goals through the use of
alternative pain relief therapies. These include
massage, hydro, art, music, pet and yoga therapies as alternatives to opiates, barbiturates, and
other pharmacological methods of pain reduction. Each One Counts is the only foundation
in the country .solely focusing on this area of
complimentary pain management therapy and
has given away close to $500,00 to 11 different
pediatric hospices across the country.
"When we're stressed out, we'll listen to
music and we calm down, or if we have aches
and pains we'll take a hot shower and feel better.
That's essentially hydrotherapy we are doing to
ourselves," explained Senior Vice President of
Development Brian Harrington. "But insurance
doesn't cover this complementary pain management therapy. So we decided to focus our attention in this area."
Harrington approached Gene Doris of
the Athletics department in hope of involving
Fairfield students in a project that had already
been put into motion at Villanova and Fordham
University. According to Roy Brown, also of the
Athletics department, Harrington chose Fairfield
when looking for schools "committed to community service and giving back." Brown sought the
attention of FUSA's student programming team in
order to "get the students involved and engaged."
Harrington expressed that raising awareness
is key because this significant issue does not receive much attention. "Nobody really likes to talk
about children that are dying. There's no great
hope, there's no great celebration around a dying
child in the sense that the child is going to get
better. So it's an issue that is not well-discussed
in society."
The event was deemed so successful that
plans for an annual appearance of Ping Pong
for a Cause are in progress. "Being a new event
we didn't know what we were getting involved
in," said Harrington. "But all the kids had fun
and it was the first step in creating more awareness. I just want to express my sincere thanks to
everyone who participated and to the students
who organized it, because without them there is
no event."
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Snow Piles High Across Campus...More on the Way:

Photos by Tom McKiver/The Mirror

Wednesday Thursday
2/02/2011
■

2/03/2011

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

2/04/2011

2/05/2011

2/06/2011

2/07/2011

2/08/2011

High 32°
Low 25°
Sunny
Chance of Percip. 0%

High 36°
Low 28°
Rain/Snow
Chance of Percip. 70%

High 35"
Low 23°
Partly Cloudy
Chance of Percip. 10%

High 36°
Low 29°
Partly Cloudy
Chance of Percip. 20%

High 37°
Low 17°
Rain / Snow Showers
Chance of Percip. 40%

Events:

Events:

Sports: No home
games.

Sports: No home
games.

Tuesday

"•.

High 37°
Low 20°
Rain/Snow /Wind
Chance of Percip. 100%
Events:
Ballroom Dance Club
9-10 p.m. in the Oak
Room.
Sports: No home
games.

High 29°
Low 10°
Partly Cloudy
Chance of Percip. 0%
Events:
Andrew Jenks to speak
in the Lower Level
BCC, 7:30 p.m.

Sports: No home
games.

Events:
Career Planning Center
drop-in hours for quick
resume reviews, cover
letter tips and general
career advice, 1:30 p.m.
to 4:00 p.m.
Sports: Men's Tennis
vs Stony Brook
8 pm
Men's Basketball
vs Iona College
9:00 pm

Events:
Joshua Kane: Borders
of the Mind Psychic
Show. 3 and 8 p.m. at
the Quick Center.
Sports:
Women's Tennis vs
Stony Brook
8 pm

Events:
Super Bowl XLV, 6 p.m.
at the Levee
Super Bowl, 7 p.m. in
Gonzaga Auditorium.
Sports:
Women's Basketball
vs Marist
lp.m.
Men's Basketball
vs Rider University
3:30 pm
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Behind the Scenes of a Snow Day at Fairfield U.
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BY ELIZABETH KOUBEK
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

It is taking over our campus by storm. It can be seen
from every dorm room, academic building and athletic field.
The snow this winter season has come in recording breaking
fashion, and it appears as if it is here to stay.
"In my 45 years on campus, I can't remember any
winter coming close to the one we're experiencing now,"
said Vice President of Student Affairs James Fitzpatrick and
weather reports predict that there is only more to come.
Ted Hunyadi, Directof of Maintenance Operations,
explained how the University has handled the accumulation
of snow and storms thus far, as well as how they prepare for
the ones to come.
Maintenance begins snow-clearing procedures once
Public Safety calls with a half-inch snow accumulation notification or a hazardous ice condition warning.
On Tuesday Feb. 1, the maintenance crews were out
at 3 a.m. loading sand and salt into trucks to use during the
storm scheduled to hit later that day.'
They begin the process of de-icing with primary
roadways and the main arteries through campus. They then

continue clearing the roads through the townhouses in case
an emergency were to happen and students need to use
their cars to evacuate.
"Actually [the maintenance crew] have 10 on duty
right now because of icing conditions to help lay down salt.
Sometimes we have up to 20 people helping," said Hunyadi
at 5 p.m. Tuesday, adding that sometimes outside resources
are called in.
With 13 grounds personnel, 16-20 additional shovelers,
four large pay loaders, and four highway type plow trucks
Fairfield's crews complete the operations needed to keep
campus up to speed.
Fairfield owns 11 plow ttuckg. and approximately seven
tractors that are used for sidewalk snow removal.
After last Thursday's major snowstorm, it took four days
and many, many hours to finally clear everything. "Despite
the record-breaking snowfall our roadways have been well
maintained," said Lt. John Richie, Assistant Director of Public Safety.
"Our dedicated staff members have been great about
doing what it takes to get in."
The University has already called two snow days as well
as two-delayed openings due to the weather this season, and

there may be more to come. Chair of the Marketing Department Mark Ligas said that due to these days off he must
change the way he runs his Introduction to Marketing class.
"I'm afraid that I will need to revert to a more "traditional"
lecture format in order to catch up on material and remain
on track for the first midterm."
Even though classroom curriculums may be behind
in work due to the closings and delays of classes, the rest of
Fairfield University has been up and running, displaying the
dedication of the different services.
"Through the great devotion of the Sodexo staff, we've
been able to keep the cafe open without any closings,"
said Fitzpatrick. "As feu: as the buses, we've added campus
shuttles for four days already this semester."
As for the predicted snowfall that is yet to come, Richie
said he, "would like to remind everyone that delays and closings are available on the University web site and notices are
made via email."
Only time will tell if there are more snow days to come;
however, for Siena Epps '13 as long as it is on another
Wednesday "it doesn't matter because it doesn't affect me, I
have no class."

What does it Take to Wear the Red Scrubs?
BY SASHA CAMPELL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

A 77 is considered failing in this program. Long nights of
studying are expected. Early mornings devoted to work are
required. Is this the life that college students want?
Most would probably answer: no. But for nursing majors at
Fairfield University, this lifestyle is the norm.
Senior nursing major, Michelle Goncalves '11 said, "We
average about eight hours extra of class per week compared to
other majors, between labs and especially clinicals... Last year,
during junior year, we had about 16 hours of more class per
week than your average student."
The Fairfield School of Nursing is a rigorous program that
selects students who are willing to put in the effort to maintain
their status within the school.
According to nursing major Ryan Lee' 11, "You have to
devote a lot of time to maintain good standing."
According to enrollment statistics from the Fairfield University website for the 2009-2010 academic year, the School of
Nursing had 262 undergraduate students enrolled for the day
division, and 127 undergraduate students enrolled for the night
division, totaling 389 undergraduate students accounted for the
year.
In comparison with the 1,754, undergraduate students
enrolled in the College of Arts and Sciences, the School of Nursing has a relatively small enrollment number. This is due to the
selectivity of the nursing program.
With the harsh standards and the rigorous course load, it
may seem difficult to understand why students are so attracted
to the program. However, Fairfield's Nursing Program has
maintained a high standard of excellence in the surrounding
community.

Fairfield Nursing: A Respected Program
According to the University's Nursing School homepage
"[The] School has affiliations with more than 50 agencies so
you can practice nursing in a variety of clinical settings. You'll
develop and sharpen your patient-care and critical-thinking
skills in multimedia classrooms and a modern Learning Resource Center."
Goncalves said, "I amfrom Connecticut, and Fairfield has an
incredible reputation amongst the Connecticut hospitals."
Another nursing major, Cathleen Keating '13, knew during
her college selection process that she wanted to pursue nursing.
Keating chose Fairfield for the same reasons that Goncalves
did—the highly respected nursing program that this university
offers. "Fairfield has an excellent nursing program--one of the
top programs that the college offers-and out of my top four
colleges, it had the best reviews."
Keating noted, "It also has a very high passing percentage
rate of the nursing test, called the NCLEX-RN, that I need to take
and pass after my four years here at Fairfield."
Nursing majors agree that although a significant amount of
work is expected in the School of Nursing, the highly respected
program deserves the hard work and dedication of these students.
School of Nursing vs. College of Arts and Sciences:
Students from all of the different schools that Fairfield
offers take many of their classes together. However, their daily
routines are drastically different due to the different priorities
that each of these students holds.
Becky Mohns, '11, enjoys the flexibility that her major in
Communication allows. "We can take electives for our major. I
have the opportunity to take other classes I'm interested in and
it can count toward my major. For example, it enables me to
have a Marketing minor and take management classes and pos-

sibly also minor in management."
Krislin Yosuico, '11, another nursing major, does not share
.the same flexibility as Mohns. Yosuico notes that although she
gets to take classes outside of her major due to the core curriculum required at Fairfield, many of her extra classes are lab
practical and other nursing-related courses.
Both Mohns and Yosuico discussed that much of their extra
time during school is spent in the library, but each have different priorities while there. Mohns notes that many of her courses
have short term assignments, such as minor and major essays or
group projects, while Yosuico said that many of her assignments
require long-term studying habits for major tests in the subject
area.
Every college student has a different experience, and
Yosuico can attest to that. Last year for example, on an average
Wednesday, she woke up at 5:30 a.m. and drove to Greenwich
Hospital for a clinical session from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.
When she arrived back at Fairfield, she packed her backpack for an afternoon at the library. Upon completion of her
studying for the afternoon, she returned home for dinner and
either relaxed for the evening or traveled back to the library for
a nighttime review session if a test is in the near future.
So Why Do It? Why Pursue Nursing?
Many say that college is supposed to be the best time of
your life. Despite the difficult course work and the long hours
spent working outside the classroom, these nursing students
agree with this broad statement.
Lee said, "I came into Fairfield as a biology major. I knew I
had an interest in the medical field, but I was not entirely sure
what practice I wanted to take part in...I was unsure when I first
transferred, but I felt as if I had to make a decision quickly to declare a major. I am very satisfied with my decision though, I love
being a nursing major."
NuRSING | PAGE 6
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Campus Crime Beat: Sledding Mayhem
Wednesday January 26,2011
9:05 AM: A call was made to Public Safety regarding a
suspicious student in Jogues and witnesses said a student
was about to vandalize a maintenance cart with a lighter. The
student was identified and referred to Student Conduct
10:58 AM: A Health Center van struck a
Campus Operations truck due to snowy
conditions.
4:37 PM: A male student's head
was violendy shaken while sledding in front of the library and was
transported to the hospital.
7:02 PM: A University van slid
into a parked white Lexus due to
slick conditions.
7:06 PM: Medical assistance was
required in Campion after a young
lady punched a door and injured her
hand. The incident occurred after she
had an argument with her boyfriend.

Thursday January 27,2011
12:21 PM: A University Campus Operations
vehicle struck a silver Honda while traveling on Mclnnis Road.
4:33 PM: Medical attention was required at Barlow Field
after a female injured her ankle while sledding.
4:59 PM: Medical attention was required at Barlow Field
again when a person suffered a head injury while sledding.

Friday January 28,2011
7:33 AM: Public Safety responded to the smell of smoke
in Regis. A malfunctioning water pump was found to be the
cause.

Mirror Meeting- 6:30 p.m.
Every Wednesday
Lower BCC

11:51 PM: Criminal mischief was reported to DPS when
an unknown individual damaged a residence hall door, trapping the occupants of the room inside.
If anyone has any information about this incident, please
contact the Department of Public Safety

Saturday January 29,2011
12:01 AM: A black Jeep Grand Cherokee
partook in a hit-and-run after destroying a
section of fencing around the tennis courts.
The vehicle was located and the student was
■identified and referred to Student Conduct.
, 1:13 AM; Upon responding to a fight in
progress, Public Safety engaged a suspicious
person in an on foot pursuit near the 15 Block
Townhouses.
2:34 AM: After vomiting in the area near the
Townhouses, a student was sent to the hospital
for alcohol overdose.
3:04 AM: A student was sent to the hospital after
being assaulted by another student in the area outside
the Village. Both parties were identified and referred to
Student Conduct.
12:02 PM: The front entrance door of Regis was broken.

Sunday January 30,2011
2:56 AM: A motor vehicle was driving recklessly and collided with a snow bank in the) Townhouse area. The driver was
ticketed for reckless driving and the car was impounded.
3:27 PM: A wallet that had been reported lost in the snow
near Kostka was anonymously returned to Public Safety and
given to its rightful owner. The owner later reported that $25
was missing from the wallet.

CORRECTIONS BOX
Week of Jan. 26,2011 issue was
missing a byline. The article, "Defense
essential to Women's Basketball Success" on page 24 was by Contributing
Writer Ivey Speight
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In Other News: Briefs to Read to Stay Informed
College

USA

WORCESTER, Mass. - The College
of the Holy Cross senior, Colleen Curran,
recently won second place in the prestigious
national ballroom dancing championship
that took place in Blackpool, England. The
Blackpool Tower is considered the "Mecca"
of the ballroom dance world, according to
the Telegram & GazetteThe Blackpool Tower
is considered the "Mecca" of the ballroom
dance world, according to the Telegram &
Gazette.
Curran is pursuing a double major in
English and medieval studies and joined
the Holy Cross ballroom dance club as a
hobby her freshman year. She started out at
a complete amateur level. Curran has made
significant progress especially in the Latin
ballroom dance, which came as a shock to
her mother. Dance directors around the
world have also noted her tremendous dancing ability.
During her junior year, Curran studied
abroad at Oxford University where she also
joined the ballroom dance club and was
coached by former ballroom champion
dancer, Neil Kelly. While an active member,
Curran and the Oxford ballroom team won
the national British collegiate championship.
Curran continued her dance back at
school in Massachusetts, to prepare for the
Blackpool competition. She would dance in
the campus center ballroom until they kicked
her out and even wore ankle weights as she
walked around during the day. Curran placed
second in the Latin and was very pleased.
After graduating Holy Cross in May, Curran
might return to England to continue dancing.

DETROIT, MI- A Southern California
man is facing charges after being caught
outside a large suburban Detroit mosque
with explosives in his vehicle.
Mourners had gathered for a funeral
while Roger Stockham waited outside with
the intent to blow the mosque up. Dearborn
police Chief Ronald Haddad said that authorities believe Stockham was acting alone
in the plot. He was arraigned Wednesday on
one count of making a false report or threat
of terrorism and one count of possessing
explosives with an unlawful intent.
Stockham reportedly has a "long history of anti-government activities," although
authorities did not elaborate on what they
might be.
Authorities found a large quanitiy of
class C-fireworks, including M-80s which
are outlawed in the state of Michigan, in
the vehicle. Stockham remains in jail on a
$500,000 bond and is awaiting a preliminary
examination which is not scheduled until
Friday.
TAMPA, FLA. - Julie Powers Schenecker, a woman accused of murdering her 16
year old daughter, and 13 year old son, after
her son was "talking back," made her first
court apperance on Monday.
Judge Walter Heinrich ordered Schenecker to be held without bail. Her husband, Army officer Parker Schenecker was
working in the Middle East at the time of the
murders. Authorities believe the two teens
"never saw it coming." On Nov. 8, 2010 she
was involved in a car crash and cited for
careless driving. Police said Monday that
she showed signs of drug impairment after
the crash but was never tested.

World

Market

CAIRO, EGYPT - Over 2,400 AmeriNEW YORK, NY - While the safety of
cans have contacted U.S. officials seeing a
American citizens in Egypt are the primary
way to evacuate Egypt as anti-government
concern right now for the country, investors
protests continue to spread throughout the are also keeping a watchful eye on another
country.
valued prize in the country; oil. If the unrest
The State Department reported Monin Egyptcarries over outside of the country's
day that more than 220 Americans have
borders, there could be a disruption in the
flow of oil from the Middle East.
already been evacuated safely on special
flights, including 50-100 citizens who were
Already consumers have seen an inable to take seats on a military plan that
crease in an important oil price, as it topped
was already in Egypt
$100 per barrel on Monday for the first time
More flights have been scheduled and since 2008. The price of Brent crude rose to
the department is expecting to evacuate
$1.59 to make it $101.01 a barrel on the ICE
approximately 900 citizens on Monday and Futures Exchange in London.
another 1,000 on Tuesday.
Brent is accustomed to price oil in Asia
The department reported that the bulk where there is high demand, and in Europe
of citizens waiting to leave are in Cairo, but where a cold winter has also led to a high
that there are others scattered in the cities
demand. Brent is not the only company
of Alexandria, Luxor and Aswan. Assisexperiencing price hikes. West Texas Intant Secretary of State Janice Jacobs told
termediate, rose to $2.85, which prices it at
reporters Sunday that she expects it will
$92.19 a barrel on the New York Mercantile
take several flights over the coming days to Exchange. Both Brent and WTI have raised
adequately handle the number of Ameriprices since anti-government rioting began
cans who want to leave Egypt.
in Egypt.
Internet eruptions in Egypt are makEgypt is not a major oil producing
ing the situation increasingly difficult for
country, but two million barrels of oil pass
Americans to get information about evacu- through the Suez Canal and an additional
ations, but Jacbos said they have been able pipeline, which are both controlled by
to get information from people who are in
Egypt. The Suez has not been affected by the
the United States and have access to the
riots yet. "Those watching it closely do not
State Department and embassy websites.
believe it is terribly likely to happen soon
Rioters are threatening to overturn the or at all, but recognize the possibility that it
ruling regime of Egyptian President Hosni
could occur," energy consultant Cameron
Hanover said.
Mubarak, who has already called on his
Cabinet to resign. Secretary of State Hillary
"Given how important a role Egypt
Rodham Clinton said that U.S. officials,
plays in the Arab world and in the Middle
"obviously want to see people who are truly East, the unrest adds a new level of anxiety
to the oil market," says James Burkhard,
committed to democracy, not to imposing
Managing Director for Global Oil at the
arty ideology on Egyptians."
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Fairfield "Kicks Off" Highly
Attended Event: Relay For Life
BY ANNIE ROONEY
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

Bigger than Clam Jam and campus
sponsored Spring Weekend events,
Relay for Life is the most attended event
of Fairfield's Spring Weekend. The event
has grown each year since its start at
the University in 2007. About 900 Stags
walked the traffic circle last year and
raised over $38,000.
Relay for Life is the American Cancer Society's (ACS) biggest fundraiser
with national participation every year.
Participants walk for 24 hours around a
track to raise money for research, treatment and recovery funding for cancer
patients and their families.
Fairfield is one of the eight MAAC
Conference participants who have
currently raised $47,918.84 together.
Fairfield already has $ 1,193for this year's
fundraiser.
On Monday, about 100 Fairfield
students attended this year's Kickoff at
the Levee, one of the many promotional
events for the Relay.
Personal cancer survivor stories
were shared, a 'Show Us Your Hope'

ceremony reminded attendees why the
fight against cancer is important and
two Relay videos showed what Relay is
and how a $5 donation makes a difference.
The attendees enjoyed free food
from Garden Catering, Subway, Firehouse Deli and A&S and a performance
by the Underwater Country Club, a
student band on campus.
Michelle Brennan is one of the
three chairs for Relay for Life at Fairfield.
A dedicated four-year Colleges Against
Cancer member at Fairfield, Brennan
wanted to get involved her freshman
year after losing her grandfather to cancer and has not regretted her decision.
"It really is breath taking to look
out on the traffic circle at midnight on
the Friday of Spring Weekend and see
hundreds of students walking the track,
fighting cancer," she said, as it demonstrates the strong student values at
Fairfield.
As second year chair, Brennan
helped execute last year's successful
Relay and continues to oversee every
event detail for this year's event. Specific
responsibilities like food organization

and entertainment are delegated to 14
subcommittees that Brennan and the
other chairs oversee. About 30 members
help make the event possible.
Garden Catering, Einstein Bagels,
Firehouse Deli, Subway and A&S donated food last year and funding from
COSO, The Student Activities Office and
ResLife helped provide other cuisine.
When the event was moved to
the outdoor traffic circle, Durants Tent
Company donated tables, chairs and an
inflatable obstacle course after the tents
were purchased.
Brennan is excited and has high
hopes for this year's Relay.
"Our main goal is always to get as
many students to come to the event as
possible," she said. Brennan hopes to
have over 1,000 students and faculty
participate in this year's Relay.
"Our financial goal is to raise over
$42,000 for the ACS," she said.
Fairfield's 5th Relay for Life event
will take place on April 29. It's the 3rd
year the Stags will walk around the traffic circle. Students can still join or start a
team by going to Fairfield's Relay for Life
website.

Accounting Majors

Similar to Lee's situation, nursing major Lauren Kennedy '12 also switched majors to join Fairfield's School of
Nursing.
"I originally came to Fairfield as a biology major, with
intentions to become a doctor. But I realized that nursing
had everything that I wanted in a profession and was more
what I was looking for in a job so I switched into the School
of Nursing during the spring of my freshman year," said Kennedy.
Kennedy has not regretted her decision since, as she
enjoys the work load from the classroom as well as the
hands-on experience of the clinical rotations.
Keating knew well before she entered college the path
that she wanted to follow upon graduation.
"I know already that I want to work in the field of geriatrics. I have volunteered at a nursing home in my town at
home for the past two summers, and I will be returning there
this summer. Once I have clinical experience, I can actually
do some of the medical work at the nursing home."
Although many nursing majors are still unsure of the
field that they want to pursue, all of them can agree that the
road to get there will be tough.
Many nursing majors also agree that although the
work is difficult, those long hours of studying pay off in the
end with the sense of accomplishment that these students
experience.
Emily Kelly, a junior nursing major, says that although
stress may build up during the semesters, she is satisfied
with her decision as a nursing major. "So many thoughts
spin in my head, but at the end of the day, I remind myself
that I chose a great, respectable major that's not just a job,
but a service to society."
Kelly also notes that since the nursing experience
differs from the experience of other college students, the
nursing school students form close bonds of friendship due
to their similar situations.
Senior nursing major Suzie Potter agrees with Kelly, "Be
prepared to work harder than you thought you would have to.
Be prepared to be completely dependent on coffee. But also be
prepared to meet an incredible group of people that become
an amazing support system through academic, personal, even
social bumps in the road. It all pays off in the end."
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Let the Wind Whisk You to Washington with LEAF
BY: GEORGIA LOBB
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

In the spring of 2009,10,000 young people from 50 different
states joined hands and gathered on Capitol Hill in Washington,
D.C., to watch Santigold and The Roots. Sound like a concert you'd
like to go to?
The gathering, called Power Shift 2009, wasn't just an
average musical concert. It was the biggest conference for
environmental justice and clean power initiatives to date. LEAF,
an environmental organization at Fairfield, hopes to partake in
Power Shift 2011, hosted by the Energy Action Coalition.
"LEAF stands for Leaders of Environmental Action at Fairfield," explains LEAF'S president, Maggie O'Donnell 11. "We work
on campus to promote sustainability and other environmental
initiatives." O'Donnell hopes to work with FUSA and other organizations on campus to recruit people in the Fairfield community to
attend Power Shift with LEAF this year.
Sara Shore, an environmental activist recruiter, attended the
LEAF Power Shift meeting on Monday night to spread the word
about Power Shift. Shore explained that Power Shift's objective
is to involve the youth of America in clean energy initiatives. The
conference includes concerts, workshops, and meet and greets
with politicians and environmental activists. In 2009, Nancy Pelosi ■
attended.
Lobbyists had great success at the last conference, Shore
said. Through demonstrations and protests, they were able to
push President Obama to change the energy resources on Capitol
Hill from burning coal to a cleaner option— natural gas. "2009 was
the biggest youth conference in history," Shore explained. "It was a
huge step for clean energy."
The Energy Action Coalition's website announced that the
2011 conference will be held in the DC Convention Center- which
is the largest available space in the city.
"The larger space means that we'll be able to offer more opportunities to everyone attending Power Shift," says the website.
"More trainings and workshops, more chances to meet people,
and a more central location to all the city has to offer."
President of LEAF, Maggie O'Donnell, hopes to fill 35 spots
for this year's conference. "We want this to be a huge thing," she
. -.. ■ ,'r

Yuri Sendzimir/The Mirror

LEAF members believe that Power Shift will bring passion and inspiration about environmental justice to campus.

said. "It will appeal to a wide variety of interests and it'll be a great
opportunity to show what we can do as young people."
In the following weeks, LEAF will be holding fundraisers to
raise money for the trip to DC. Though she has already recruited
a small group to attend Power Shift 2011, O'Donnell and her
team hopes to raise enough money to reserve all of the alloted
35 spaces within the next few weeks.
"Environmental justice is integral for progress of our nation," said one LEAF member, Alicia Bissonette '12. "Power Shift
will be a great way to show that this issue is beyond the Fairfield
level." Other students at the meeting were equally enthusiastic.
"This campus needs passion and inspiration to be brought back,"
said one member of the audience.

Power Shift, LEAF members believe, is the way to bring
it back. "This is a good opportunity to show what the youth of
America can do when they get together," said Emily Robillard '11.
"Most kids don't realize that we can actually make a differencewe have a voice."
The trip to Washington, DC for Power Shift 2011 will take
place from April 15 to 18.
If you or someone you know is interested in getting involved
in environmental activism or attending the Power Shift conference, contact Maggie O'Donnell at Margaret.odonnell@student.
fairfield.edu

1
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Jobs Increasing, Graduate Prospects Looking Up?
BY ELIZABETH CONNORS

OPINION EDITOR

This May, close to 5,000 new faces will join the
already large number of unemployed, desperate to
find work in the Fairfield area. They are the newest
college graduates. This group comes armed with
little hands-on experience, high energy and big
dreams, and will make the race to find a job in this
unstable economy a little bit harder.
In the town of Fairfield, the graduating class of
Fairfield University consists of over 700 full-time undergraduate students, while at Sacred Heart University the graduating class is about one fourth of the
over 4,000 undergraduate students. It is projected
that mMost of these students will graduate this year
looking for jobs, and a large percent will stay in the
area for work. Many are already worried.
"I've started looking for jobs, but I haven't really found anything yet," said Fairfield senior Sarah .
Iannarone. "A lot of my friends already have jobs or
grad school lined up, so I'm getting nervous about
finding something before graduation."
So what is the outlook for this year's class of
graduates? Although CiSINMoney.com reports that
most economists still expect a high unemployment
rate of about 9 percent by the end of the year, they
also predict that an average of 2.5 million jobs will
be added to the U.S. economy.
Cathleen Borgman, Director of the Career Planning Center at Fairfield University, is staying positive. "We are optimistic that this year will in fact
be better than last," she said. "Although recruiting
is nowhere near where it was before the financial
meltdown, we do see an increase in offers being
extended."
In addition, the National Association of Colleges
and Employers (NACE) reports that for the Class of
2011, the job market is off to a positive start. Employers, responding to the NACE Job Outlook 2011
Fall Preview survey, reported they plan to hire 13.5
percent more new bachelor's graduates from the

Class of 2011 than they did from the Class of 2010.
When asked to describe the overall job market
for the Class of 2011 bachelor's degree graduates,
the largest group—almost half of employers— characterized it as "good." In comparison, last year the
largest group saw the job market as just "fair."
Borgman encourages her students to devote a
good amount of time to finding a job, and to take
advantage of connections and networking.
"Students need to understand that it is still
extremely competitive in the job market, and they
have got to make sure their resumes are strong and
that they go into interviews with their A-game," she
said.
"They are not only competing with each other,
they are competing against students from prior
classes who haven't secured a position and in some
cases people with experience."
Fairfield First Selectman Ken Flatto agrees.
"Truthfully I believe the job market is still incredibly
tough for recent grads," he said. "It is true however
that some jobs are opening back in Finance and
Accounting and Engineering especially. I believe it is
imperative college grads network more and frankly
seek internships which often help lead to further job
opportunities."
When asked what the town of Fairfield is doing
to prepare for both of its universities' graduations,
Flatto said, "Our library has created a superb job
search info series for new job seekers and we try to
offer summer internships."
Fairfield University senior Kevin Benitez, a management and marketing major, said he's not particularly worried about his prospects after graduating.
• "I'm confident that I can find a job, it might just
not be the job I want in the location that I want," he
said. He also added that he believes jobs do exist,
but that some areas have more openings than others.
Says Borgman, "As the saying goes, looking for a
job is a job."

'
:

Come in and see why
they're so Special!

TERING

if it's not (garden Catering, it's just not Speciafl

2074 Black Rock Turnpike
Fairfield CT 06825
(P) 20*870-8444
(F) 20^870-8441

Open Daily
Monday-Saturday 8am-8:30 pm
Sunday oam-opm

I bits

Opinion

THE MIRROR 1 Week of Feb. 2, 2011

Online
fairfieldmirror.com ■

EDITORIAL
Peter Caty
Annie Rooney
Dan Leitao
Elizabeth Connors

|
|
|
|

Editor-in-Chief
Executive Editor
Managing Editor
Opinion Editor

It Takes Two to
Protest
Sundays are for recovery, rest and
tons homework. But for two inspired
individuals, their Sunday turned into a
day of protest. To those who drove down
North Benson Road on Jan. 30, 2011 and
saw two males yelling and holding signs
saying 'Honk if you are for democracy in
Egypt,' let's hope you honked, or at least
felt inspired.
In this day and age, we are constancy
surrounded by technology and rarely stop
and breathe. With text message, pictures,
videos, television and the Internet consuming us, it is hard to know what's really
important.
Everybody knows that college students live in a bubble, which is strange
to think of since we are more connected
to the entire world around us. In seconds, we can donate money to a cause
by text messaging, create a Facebook
page, an event to rally our friends and
find out how to feed our beta fish. Our
dependence to technology is staggering and most would be lost without it think MapQuest and Google Maps.
Yet in Egypt, the government has shut
down the majority of Internet services
and the citizens are left without a voice,
American companies are working around
the clock to help those in Egypt. Technology giants, Google and Twitter have found
a way turn voicemails into tweets to help
Egyptians transmit news to the rest of the
world. Twitter once again is proving it's
not just for tweens and celebrities.
Technology is fun. It changes aH the
time, keeping us up to date with what our
friends are feeling or where they are going. We don't need to make plans ahead of
time anymore because our friends can call
or text to cancel five minutes before we
are supposed to meet. That's not unusual.
None of use can make it through an English turbo if the Internet did not exist, let
alone are cell phones.
But maybe instead of checking 'attending' on every Facebook event you receive
you should instead stop driving your car
by those protesting and stand next to
them. It is one thing to say you want to attend and quite another to show up when
it really matters.
THE MIRROR welcomes the opinions
and contributions of its readers:
Letters to the editor must be timely and submitted in person at
BCC104, or by email at opinion@fairrieldmirror.com
All letters to the editor that are appropriate will be published
either in print or on wwwJairfieldmirror.com
The Mirror reserves the right to edit letters and articles for
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Fairfield Prepared Me For What?
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The economy's improving but thejob market for grads is still scarce. For more check out the story on page 7.
Have an opinion? Send it to opinion@fairfieldmirror.com.

Satisfying Your Celebrity Sweet Tooth
BY SAMANTHA GOODNOW
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

"Oh my God, did you hear about Charlie Sheen? He was
hospitalized; it's awful that he is such a hot mess."
"No, you know what's awful? The Justin Bieber movie. Almost as bad as the wall of Biebs posters my sister has at home!"
Celebrity gossip has become unavoidable in mass media
today and constantly filters into everyday conversations or Internet browsing—it is to the point that entire television stations,
magazines, and websites are devoted to satisfying audiences'
sweet tooth for celebrity junk food.
In my opinion, following celebrities' lives is not definitely
good or bad; it is more of a faded spectrum between social
regularity and helpless obsession. Celebrity gossip and news
has been forced into everyday life through all sorts of media,
so regardless of where readers turn, they will notice the latest
stories. More than once have I gone to the Yahoo! homepage to
see the best and worst dressed celebrities of the week front and
center instead of stories covering national news.
As Fairfield University Communications Professor Michael
Serazio said, "Hard news is not only often sad, but it can be hard
to understand. Reading about Britney Spears doesn't take that
much effort." Combine this easy reading with the inadvertent
accessibility to 'celeb candy,' and a powerful need to be-in-theknow about other peoples' lives is born and steadily growing.
Gossip websites such as Perez Hilton or Just Jared deliver
information that audiences crave more than Charlie Sheen will
be craving alcohol after a few more days in the hospital.
So just what is so fascinating about celebrities that we
waste our money, time and attention following their Tweets,
buying their posters, watching their shows, wearing their
jerseys, copying their actions and attitudes, and even shoving
through huge crowds of fans for them to scribble their John
Hancock onto a scrap of paper? More important than asking
why we do these things, is attempting to determine that line
between following a celebrity in a social manner and downright
stalking them.
In our society, it is practically a necessity to have a certain
degree of celebrity knowledge, but it isn't okay to vicariously
live through the life of a famous person. Serazio agrees that it's
tough to draw the line.
"I think all of us probably model ourselves after some
public figure," he said. "When it becomes an obsession is when

it become a problem - it winds up controlling you."
There is the level below obsession, which provides people
with conversation topics, inclusiveness with peers, or even a
source for a social role model.
In the 1950s, Donald Horton and Richard Wohl brought to
light the media studies term "parasocial" relationships. These
relationships are the degree to which audience members feel
they interact with their favorite media personalities.
Sarah Putnick' 13, a Media Studies/Television major,
suggests that having celebrities as role models or a common
interest with friends is on the good end of the spectrum of pop
culture obsession.
"I think it can be unhealthy too because it could lead you to
be really disappointed in life. It's not reality," said Putnick. "I do
it too in certain situations but you just have to remind yourself
it's not real."
Creating parasocial relationships can certainly deter the
mind from reality by creating surrogate relationships for fans
who feel the need to live vicariously through a celebrity, or who
desire more company, more relationships, or feel as though they
actually know the media personnel they are obsessing over.
Twitter has also certainly opened a new realm in the
already ultra-exposing Internet world of pop culture and publicity. Now we can know just where and when celebrities are doing
everything from performing to buying cereal at the grocery
store. Do we really need to know celebrities at this level? Do we
create unhealthy parasocial relationships by exposing ourselves
to unrealistic, one-sided relationships with the rich and famous?
Perhaps - this line between normal and unacceptable is
blurred, smudged and smeared even more than Ke$ha's makeup after a Saturday night gig. Given the constant accessibility
and the easy reading that celebrity gossip makes, it doesn't
matter if you seek out the information on purpose or are just
browsing the Internet.
Celebrities are here to stay, and the line won't be any more
visible than the line for Justin Beiber's movie will be if you don't
count girls between the ages of 10 and 16. This familiarity versus
obsession can be both good and bad, so we should at least
make a semi-conscious attempt to stick to the positive side of
consuming pop culture.
As Serazio said, "We have to make sure it is worth it to be
paying for these celebrities, not only with our money, but with
our attention. Are they really worth it?"
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Grandma, Can You Hear Me Now?
BY ROSEMARY O'CONNOR
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

"This thing is a piece of (insert expletive here)."
"Come on, Poppy, Grace is here. She's only seven."
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
"When did we stop going to the theater when we wanted
to watch a movie?"
"When we knocked Hitler down, moved to the present
day and raised the price from twenty cents to twenty bucks.
DVDs make life easier."
In The Beatles' song "Hello Goodbye," the lyrics portray
"Not when it doesn't play."
two people talking in opposites. Lines like "You say stop and
"You just have to hit the right buttons."
I say go," and "I don't know why you say goodbye, I say hello,"
"I'm throwing this DVD machine out the window!"
show that even in lyrics two people can never seem to be on
We've all had a conversation of this nature with our
the same page.
grandparents. Maybe yours aren't as colorful as mine, but hey,
Were The Beades on to something? Do we, in fact speak
we're Italian. Grandparents and technology are like water and
in a series of opposites? Do we say goodbye when all we are
electricity: they just don't mix. When they do meet each other,
trying to do is say hello?
terrible things occur.
People use goodbyes in all sorts of ways and for all difConsider my grandmother. Since we bought our first
ferent reasons. We say goodbye to years, friends and past rehousehold desktop in 1994, all she wanted was a computer
lationships. Lately, I have given "goodbyes" a lot of thought. Is for her house. Six years passed, full of nagging equivalent to
saying goodbye as simple as it sounds? Or is it a simple word
torture not even Jack Bauer could withstand. After we could
with one of the most complex meanings?
stand it any longer, we capitulated and, dude, we got her a
When it comes to relationships, people seem to have
Dell.
this ability to roll up all the words usually left unsaid into one
"Right, Nana. Here you go. Email only, ok? Email only."
simple word, "goodbye."
This would have worked out just fine if she learned email
I used to date a guy who would walk off any time we got
properly. But alas, it was not to be. Next she needed a printer.
into a fight, do loops around the neighborhood, and then
Really, Nana? What kind of top-secret, highly sensitive
come back pretending like it never happened. At the time he
documents are you working on that you need to print a hard
avoided confrontation and the lack of communication ended copy? Does the government keep tabs on your activities? You
up hurting us more.
need a backup in case they confiscate your computer and
Fear seems to be the number one thing that keeps us
check out everything you bought at TalbOts?
talking in opposites. While one of us is saying hello - essenNope. She wanted a printer so she could print out her emails.
tially admitting to our feelings - the other is saying goodbye,
That's right. She wanted to print all her emails so she y
most of the time because he or she cannot handle their feelcould read them because, "The screen hurts my eyes after a
ings for you. Sure it sounds overly dramatic, but in truth, when while."
guys walk away, it has a lot more to do with their lack of ability
to handle their feelings than anything you are doing.
In today's relationships people seem to feel the need to
play this game of push and pull. Are we used to just getting
what we want effortlessly and are afraid of having to put in effort? When did it become a game of cat versus cat rather than
cat and mouse?
We are told if a guy wants to date us he will do two things:
One, he will not try to sleep with you, two he will pursue you.
Lately, it seems as though the latter rarely happens.
When did it become socially acceptable for guys to start
the pursuit then step back and wait days, weeks, even months
for the girl to make the next move? Honestly, we are not that
dumb; chances are, if we have not already, we will move on to
the next one.
At the end of the day all we really want is for someone to
need us and feed us when we are sixty-four. So just shut up
and hold our hands.
CELESTE TALLARICO

My mother almost had a coronary.
But my mother really shouldn't talk. She's no computer
whiz either. Just as she begrudgingly assisted her mother's
computer woes, so am I obligated by the Fourth Commandment - honor thy mother - to solve hers. Although, I have
threatened to let her struggle on her own if she doesn't stop
trying to set me up with "nice boys" she met in church.
The 70s brood is admittedly much more technologically
savvy than the Second World War swing dancers. They've
traded their bellbottoms and long hair for BlackBerrys and
laptops. It's a step forward, but they're not quite there.
I still love to tease my dad for this text I got when walking
into the local Borders to spend his money: "Thanks for all your
help on the case. Don't forget staff meeting at three-thirty. P.S.
I think I'm sooooooo cool with this new Blackberry!"
Yes, Dad. You're sooooo cool. I'm sure the FBI would
think I'm really cool too if I showed up at that staff meeting.
At least they're not using beepers anymore.
Talking to my mother on her cell phone is quite the trying
experience.
"HELLO, ROSEMARIE! HOW IS FAIRFIELD? DO YOU
LIKE YOUR NEW CLASSES? DO YOU HAVE ENOUGH
FOOD?!"
Come on now, Mom. It's a phone. They had those in your
day; the shapes are just different. The mechanics have not
changed much. I can hear you if you use your inside voice.
But maybe we shouldn't be complaining. Sooner than we
imagine, our kids will be talking about our incompetence and
old gadgets. We'll feel really old when we say that we remember when iPads first debuted. We'll be nostalgic for the days
when people still bought the DVD machines and didn't solely
^ase Netflix.
/'
But don't worry. Those days are still a ways away. We
have a few more years left of
being cool.

"We Will Move Forward Together, or Not at All"?
BY DAVID WEIS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

In this year's State of the Union address,
President Barack Obama seemed to have
several themes: How the United States lags
behind different countries, how he wants to
make the United States superior, and how
political parties must come together for the
good of the nation.
Pretty simple agenda, right?
Wrong. Obama opened up his speech
with numerous references to the new conservative tinge to the houses of Congress,
congratulating new Speaker of the House
John Boehner, while citing the need to eliminate the chasm in American politics that we
call "political parties."
Later on in the speech, Obama did just
that - calling for bipartisanship and cooperation in a perfectly simple and well-said
statement: "We will move forward together,
or not at all; for the challenges we face are
bigger than party, and bigger than politics."
However, Republicans seemed less inclined towards cooperation after the speech.
Congressman Paul Ryan (R-WI) stated afterwards that the problem lies within perceived
"lives of complacency and dependency"
that the "failed stimulus" has fostered, and
not in the lack of American innovation and
ingenuity.

Official White House photo by Pete Souza

What struck me was how personal
Obama became at several points in his
address. He brought up the stories of
hardworking, everyday Americans, such as
a 50-year-old mother who was unable to
work in her furniture business due to low
demand, and instead went back to college
to learn biotechnology, or how a small business owner was able to harness his drilling
business technology to develop the drill
used to save the lives of the Chilean miners
trapped miles underground.
The President's speech was also uncommon in the amount of times both sides
of the chamber gave applause at the same
time - it is much more common for one
side to cheer while the other stares stonily

forward, and vice versa. This speech seemed
to have marked a general bipartisan mood,
something seen to signify (hopefully) the
new cohesion of a bipartisan Congress.
But the President stayed true to his
Democratic roots when he proposed that
we eliminate the tax subsidies given to oil
companies in order to pay off our debt, and
"instead of subsidizing yesterday's energy,
let's invest in tomorrow." This was met with
silence from the Republican side, and a
stony glare from John Boehner.
There were a few points of contention with Obama's speech, however. It's
called the State of the Union address, right?
However, at many points during this year's
annual speech, it seemed as though he was

talking about the state of other unions.
Throughout a huge portion of his
speech, he would refer to other countries
as having much "better" systems in place
- education, high-speed railways, etc. But I
feel that for me, and also many other Americans, this speech is supposed to be about the
United States, and not about China, India,
South Korea, and Germany.
There was a saving grace when the
President mentioned the fact that the United
States actually created much of this technology, and are pioneers in the fields in which
he spoke of - we laid the first transcontinental railroad, we are home to many of the
top-twenty ranked universities in the world,
and we were the first country to put a man
on the moon.
As Obama said, there is not a single
person in that chamber who would rather be
anywhere else working for any other country, despite the bitter debates taking place
in that very room. What makes our nation
so great is the ability of millions of people
to tune in and listen to the annual speech,
given every year since our founding, and still
find ways to make our country be the best
country in the world.
We must recognize our differences, but
work for the betterment of society; with that
said, let us hope that our Congress finds
common ground and does just that.
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Hebron is a city in Palestine at the heart of recent
Palestinian-Israeli tensions
and violence. It is, for all intents and
purposes, two cities in one with HI,
the Palestinian population at the
center, surrounded by H2, the Israeli
settlements. In Hebron, I found a microcosm of the Israeli occupation of
Palestine and felt my heart break one
lulie Whittaker
hundred times over.
I spent my day with a
Julie is a junior majoring in International Studies and minoring in
15-year-old Palestinian guide,
Economics. She has studied AraGhassan, who showed me
bic throughout college and spent
around these two areas of Hethe fall semester studying at the
University of Jordan in Amman,
bron. Hebron was a historiJordan. Julie travelled a great deal
cally Palestinian city where
around the Middle East, but spent
the most time in Palestine and IsIsraeli settlers began to create
rael, which she visited three times.
settlements after the 1967 war
and subsequent Israeli occupation of Palestine. These illegal settlements forced many
Palestinians out of their homes and concentrated them into
the city's center, HI. Checkpoints were built to divide the
city and each group of people, leaving a circle of well-funded
Israeli settlements and a dilapidated, neglected Palestinian center. The checkpoints dividing the two appeared to
be at an arbitrary spot in the city. One second I was visiting
Ghassan's family's shop where Palestinian Authority soldiers

were buying soda, and the next second we turned and were
crossing over a military checkpoint manned by Israeli soldiers. Tensions boiled between these two conflicting ethnic
groups, creating an air of unrest that was tangible throughout the city.
After passing through the checkpoint into the Israeli
side of H2, Ghassan pointed out the strip of empty houses
and shops lining the street — places where Palestinians used
to live and work before being forced to move by incoming
Israeli settlers. The only remaining Palestinian building
was a girls' school near the checkpoint. The school-keeper
explained that everyday the girls must cross the checkpoint
to attend school, where settlers often wait to harass and
intimidate them. That's something I don't tike to believe
is true, something that hurts to imagine: high school girls
being stared down or hit with trash by settlers waiting along
their walk to school. Yet I wouldn't be quick to discredit the
strong after seeing Hebron.
Next we walked to the controversial and contested religious sites of the Ibrahim Mosque (Muslim) and the Tomb
of Abraham (Jewish), which occupy the same spot in the
middle of the city. This tomb is the major justification cited
for the Israeli settlements, whose religious settlers want to
preserve Jewish access to the site. It is also one reason Israel
is slow to relinquish its occupation of Hebron.
The two religious sites seemed to be one building, save
a fence that further barred Palestinians like Ghassan from
entering the Jewish side. I still cannot get over how distinctly
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everything was juxtaposed — Arab next to Israeli, Muslim
next to Jewish, Palestinian next to settler. It was as tense, as
you would imagine such a set-up to be.
To visit the site I crossed through another checkpoint
of three revolving gates. As I walked out of the last of these
gates, I looked straight into the gun of an Israeli soldier who
was positioned at the door. That is definitely a moment I will
not forget soon: I was happy I was clearly an American tourist and did not have to worry that the weapon might actually
be used against me.
The saddest part of Hebron was what I saw walking
through the Palestinian Old City, whose streets are lined
with shops and people. A roof of checkered wire covers these
open-air streets. As I looked up at this roof, I saw that it was
covered in trash. As Ghassan explained, one of the Israeli
settlements lines the Old City from above and the settlers
there drop trash down onto the Palestinian street and roofs
below. Looking up I was astounded and disgusted by the
garbage I saw and the hatred it reflected. There was even a
brick dropped amidst the trash.
Even though my heart broke, I am glad I saw Hebron. It
is quite literally a divided city, with people living completely
separate, yet inextricably interconnected lives. I saw in Hebron something I could never have grasped from a textbook,
a lecture, or even the news: the human reality of an unjust
occupation, an unending conflict, and a deep hatred unlike
any I would have ever wanted to imagine
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+ Fashion: fevers and mirrors
Soft&
Sophisticated
Running low on cash, but
still want to look great? You
don't have to pay celebrity
prices to dress like one. With
a little investigating and internet searching, any dream
outfit can be put together
with an affordable price.

1

Trouve Stripe Long
Sleeve Tee
$42

Top&
Bottom
Forever Skinny White
-Jessica Simpson
$49
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THE MIRROR | Week of Feb. 2, 2011

Page 14

+ Local: the near and the dear
LD: What do you rap about?
DV: I rap about guns, drugs, and sex. LOL, nan, just kidding,
but I do rap about girls, life experiences, and how I'm a whole
lot better than a lot of rappers out right now.
LD: What do you think about fans? Have fans changed how
you go about your life?
DV: The fans that I have are awesome; they're
always giving me [great] feedback. They're part
of the reason why I keep putting music out. Fans
have been a big part of my music too because I
do it for them.
LD: Who are your favorite rappers right now?
Whose style is yours most like?

Duzzo Dave

DV: Favorite rappers out now: Fabolous, Mac
Miller, Wale, Big Sean and Wiz Khalifa. Style
is mostly vibing music, feel good music, and
lyricist rap.

,
LD: Have you had any contact with a record
label?

By Luigi DiMeglio
,%*■*%

At the start of every school year, a new batch of freshmen begins their journey through everything there
is to experience at Fairfield. They bring with them
their own unique backstories and talents. The class of 2014
is no exception. One new and lyrically-skilled addition to the
Fairfield University student body is David Velasquez, rapper
name: Duzzo Dave. He has been experimenting, developing
and recording lyrics for about six years and is now continuing
to communicate his talent in the college frame.

DV: I'm thinking about
putting a mix-tape out late
April—for free too. I'm
planning on doing open
mics at Fairfield and other
performances whenever
I get the chance. I'm also
looking to perform in local hip-hop showcases.

DV: Yeah, man, Def Jam be blowin' up my
phone. Nah, I'm playing. I haven't...not yet.
Soon though!

Photos by Peter Caty/The Mirror

LD: Who is your inspiration?
Luigi DiMeglio: How did you start rapping? What made you
start?
David Velasquez: My best friend was always rapping, and
we basically started out free-styling and messing around with
rhyming.
LD: Do you have any future plans with rapping? If so, what are
they? How do they relate to Fairfield University?

DV: Lauryn Hill, Kanye West, and my boy Eduardo who got
me into rapping.

LD: Has the transition from high school to
Fairfield had any effect on your rapping?

DV: College has given me more time to focus on my music.
Also, college has given me more opportunities to do a lot with
my music, and I've had more experiences in college that I
could rap about.
LD: How do you think your style has developed since you
started rapping?

LD: What is your favorite part about making music?
DV: My favorite part of making music is after you've written a
verse and you get that exciting feeling because you know that
it sounds awesome.
i

I think my flow has basically been the same. However, I think
I've progressed in the way I deliver my verses and also I'm
starting to sing a little more on tracks since I'm feeling a lot
more comfortable when I record.
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+ Reviews: rants and raves

Inside an Oscar Tradition
BY JENNIFER FIORILLO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

On Tuesday, Jan. 25, 2011, the Academy of
Motion Pictures and Sciences announced
this year's Oscar nominees. The event,
which took place at 8:30 a.m. Eastern time in
Beverly Hills, California, was streamed live on the
Academy's official webpage.
Unable to catch the broadcast when it originally aired because of my morning classes, I had
to hurry back to my room in Loyola Hall and jump
online. I was anxious to read the list of this year's
nominees. After learning that one of my favorite movies of all-time, "Toy Story 3", had been
nominated for Best Picture, along with nine other
hits from this year, including "Inception" "Black
Swan" and "The King's Speech" I was ecstatic
and proceeded to tell my roommate each of my
predictions of who I think will win for the different
awards and why.
If you know me, you have probably already
guessed that I also told her all of my many theories
about Disney movies and their record of winning
(and unfortunately losing) at the Academy Awards.
After patiently listening to this lengthy explanation, she asked me why I knew so many random
facts and details about Oscar history and how I
could possibly remember it all. I replied by saying
that Oscar night is kind of a very big deal for me
and it has been since I was younger.
Here's the story. I guess every family has their
own traditions. Some are commonly shared, while
others are, let's just say...unique. For as long as I can
remember, watching the Academy Awards has been a
long-standing tradition in my family.
It all began long before I was born when one year,
my uncle on my mother's side of the family decided to
conduct a family Oscar pool. The rules were simple.
My parents, grandparents, aunts, and uncles were
each asked to predict who they thought would win

Contributed Photo

in each of the major categories. In keeping with the
awards show theme, the winner would receive their
own personal and very authentic looking Oscar trophy
that had been purchased by my uncle, and of course,
you would also have family bragging rights for the rest
of the year.
Throughout my childhood, I always noticed that
my mother's family had a great interest in movies.
During family gatherings, when not debating on the
ever popular topic of sports, movies always tended

to be at the center of discussion. When it comes to
my family, a simple conversation about a particular
movie, actor, or actress can instantly turn into a rousing game of movie trivia. As a result, for me, it was no
surprise that over time, the Academy Awards had basically become an unofficial family holiday.
My first memory of watching the Oscars was in
1998, when "Titanic" was nominated for Best Picture and pretty much won everything. I specifically
remember that my parents' predictions were identical,
except for Best Supporting Actress. My father picked
Gloria Stuart in "Titanic" while my mother went
with her gut feeling and chose Kim Basinger in "L.A.
Confidential". Sure enough and much to everyone's
surprise, my mother was right, but she fell short of
winning it all and tied for first place with one of her
older brothers.
At only six and a half years old, I became extremely fascinated by my family's tradition and eagerly
waited for Oscar night to come around year after year.
In 2006, the stakes grew higher when the grandchildren were finally allowed to join the pool. Now,
there were twenty-one participants instead of the usual eleven and the competition thickened. After years
of witnessing this spectacle, I was ready to become a
part of the tradition.
Five years later, I can proudly say that I am my
family's current Oscar champion and I am hoping
to keep my title next month when the 83rd Academy
Awards airs on February 27 on ABC.

2010 Oscar Winners:
Best Picture: The Hurt Locker
Best Director: Kathryn Bigelow, The Hurt
Locker
Best Actor: Jeff Bridges, Crazy Heart
Best Actress: Sandra Bullock, The Blind
Side

Brew Master: the "Lost Sailor" IPA
Espino talks about facts and myths of this IPA as well as the similarity to the other "lost" beer, Ballantine Ale
BY JORGE ESPINO
BEER COLUMNIST

he Indian Pale Ale (IPA) style is
an intensely hopped brew that
dates back to 18th century Britain. Today, beer geeks the world over
hail this style for its hoppines and
intense aroma. Its popularity in the
U.S. has increased in recent years as
scores of craft breweries have introduced their own IPAs.
There are plenty of facts and
myths that explain the origins of the
style as well as its intriguing name.
One popular explanation is partially
true, but is likely a myth.
While it is true that hops are a
natural preservative that extend the
shelf life of beer, it is unlikely that
brewers began to add more hops to
pale ales being exported to India.
Many believe that this was done to
prevent the beer from spoiling on
the long voyage, but it is more likely
that the style simply gained popularity amongst the East India Company
traders due to the original brewery's
proximity to the port. One of the
brewery's styles actually aged well.on
the voyage and became very popular
amongst Indian consumers.
This week I sampled Berkshire
Brewing Company's "Lost Sailor IPA."
Berkshire Brewing is located in South
Deerfield, Mass., and according to
their website, only distributes to the
North East. They are sold individually in one pint, six ounce bottles for
about $4.00 each.

T
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Although I find most IPAs enjoyable
only in small doses, I thoroughly enjoyed
every drop of Berkshire's "Lost Sailor
IPA." I found it to have an interesting
mouth feel that was slightly minty. That
is, it didn't have a mint aftertaste, it just
had that lingering and refreshing feel you
get after you use mouth wash. Its complex aroma and flavor had my taste buds
delightfully baffled.
This beer gets much of its hoppiness
from Dry Hopping. Just like Ballantine
Ale, this process helps maintain the
aroma and flavor of the hops.
If you're new to intensely hopped
beers, I would recommend Berkshire's
"Lost Sailor IPA" or Samuel Adams'
"Latitude 48 IPA." I've found that neither of these have an overwhelmingly
bitter aftertaste commonly associated
with IPAs. You'll get more for your
money if you buy a six pack of Latitude
48. However, both are brewed in Massachusetts, so either way you'll be drinking a great New England beer.

The "Lost Sailor" IPA:
•
•
•
•
•

People believe that more hops
was added to pale ales so they
didn't spoil on the long voyage.
Berkshire Brewing in located in
South Deerfield, MA and only distributed to the North East.
Sold individually in 1 pint, 6
ounce bottles for $4.
Has a lingering, refreshing feel.
Gets most of its hoppiness from
Dry Hopping, like Ballantine Ale.
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+ Local: the near and the dear

It's easy to know but harder to believe
BY LOAN LE
ASSISTANT VINE EDITOR

A newly formed women's group
highlights the fundamentals of
Christianity, providing a place
for women to reflect on and to enforce
faith in their busy college lives.
The first meeting takes place in
Lindsay Wrinn's, '14, room on Jan. 27.
From her room, you can tell a lot about
the freshman's personality. Her bedspreads are alive with color, and her
wall is adorned with pictures of friends
and family. In all of them, she is smiling brighdy. In random places--on her
desk drawers, on a bedpost, on a desk
lamp--there are Post-it notes with encouraging sayings from well-known
figures. On her desk is a well-worn
Bible with tabs separating the books,
and on the pages are notes and
scribbles in blue ink.
The meeting starts off slowly
with stragglers walking in. A few

are from Wrinn's floor; others

Lindsay Wrinn '14, leader of a new, small women's
group on campus, hopes to strengthen Christian belief among other women.

Loan Le/lhe Vine

now, life is stressful. Reading the book is a reminder
that God wants to be part of our lives. He wants to be
truthful to us," Wrinn expressed to the members.
Others including freshman Delicia Alarcon
agree with Wrinn.'T always find something in my

"At the end Of the Semester, I WOlild hope that everyone in the bible to orient me and make me feel better. God is
always there to talk to you, to keep you grounded,"

Small group WOuld develop deeper friendships With One another she said. One girl added, "We grow up learning

came from other residence halls.
and have a
The initial greetings are the typical "Hi, my name is..." or "I live
in;..", and everyone gets a chance
^^■■■■■i
to introduce themselves. They
play a short game of Two Truths and a Lie in which one
person tells two truths and a lie and the other people have
to guess at the lie.
Wrinn sits Indian-style on her chair, which she borrowed from the common lounge, leaning forward when
listening to the other girls talk about their religious backgrounds.
A surprising commonality among the girls is that religion was enforced in their household. Many cite their

about God but never knowing what he said."
After an hour and a half, Wrinn ends the sesdeeper relationship with God, "said Wrinn.
sion with a closing prayer. Her speech is earnest
H
and words such as "freedom" "honorable'! "vulhigh school years as being the time where they truly benerable" "joyous" and "truth" were used.
gan to appreciate their religion. No matter their division or
"At the end of the semester, I would hope that everydenomination of Christianity, despite the differences, the one in the small group would develop deeper friendships
girls have come together to appreciate and enforce their with one another and have a deeper relationship with
faith in God.
God. My desire is that everyone would continue searching
Wrinn wants to bring religion outside of the church through the scripture for the answers to life's question and
and outside of mass, and help others bring it along with keep seeking God," said Wrinn.
Her women's group meets on Thursdays from 8:30p.m.
them in their lives.
The girls will examine the Book of John in the next to 9:30 p.m. Contact Lindsay Wrinn at lindsay.wrinn@stufew weeks. "Personally for me, John is my favorite. Right dent.fairfield.edu for more information.
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+ Editors corner
-

Abroad in Jordan
When you hear of someone going abroad,
whether it's your friend here at Fairfield or
a friend from home, you normally converse
about their future trip to Austrailia, England, Italy or
Germany. Rarely do you hear about your friends or fellow classmates going to Jordan, and visiting such places
as Hebron, Palestine. Julie Whittaker, who learned
more than she could imagine (good and bad), was one
of the few who decided to change things up a bit and
chose Jordan as her study abroad location. After visiting
Hebron, Palestine on a weekend trip, she was amazed
at the things she saw and learned. It took leaving the
country and actually stepping foot in Palestine to truly
grasp the despair and sadness of the city Hebron; it was
something that she could not have learned on Wikipedia
or experienced through a film.
On top of the learning experience, Julie met extraordinary people and created friendships she'll always
cherish. When choosing where to go abroad, keep this in
mind. Although no matter where you go, you will have
fun, remind yourself that there are other reasons why
you study abroad and other unique places that will have
a great effect on you.
Your life is a book and it's up to you to make the
chapters worth reading. One of Julie's chapters is literally printed for the world to read and is a testimate of
what lies beyond the rose-colored lenses of First World
countries.
We too often forget just how big the world is and how
lucky we are to live in a place where the worst thing we
experience outside of our personal lives is the occasional
snow day, power outage, or pipe bursting. In Julie's story
we find a people oppressed and subjected to trash being dumped on their homes and their children, forcible
removal from their land and checkpoints that prevent
them from leaving their virtual prisons. What's even more
heartbreaking is most of us would have no idea, without
Julie's courage, to choose the road less traveled.
-Andoni & Devon

Adam Newson

I witnessed the worst souls of my generation triumph,
Seated on thrones made of scrap metal and their egos,
Crowned with the failures and heavy sorrows of others,
While the best, with a dime to their name, made just that,
Begging and stealing from people that abandoned them,
Leaving them to whore themselves out to inartistic thieves,
Bandits who devoured the creations born of these artists,
Conceived by wordsmiths and image pirates in ecstatic agony,

Tranquility
Rosemary O'Conner

Writhing and whimpering in insane, insomniac nights,
Dark times, illuminated by bawdy and trashy neon signs,
i

When my brethren wasted away on the spirits they found,
Housed in tawdry temples of cheap, vanishing emotions,
Feelings too dim to ever light the chambers of an empty heart,

Swaying, swirling, twirling.

Passions too weak and insincere to ever set the world ablaze,
You are detached from everything
Life no longer drags you down.
Your plights have called "Adieu! Adieu!"

Fervors that easily burned-out, bringing about an arctic apathy,
A hollowness so rich I saw flesh transformed into straw,
Good men morphed into mere effigies, dummies, fakes,

Serenity fills empty cervices
Gauged by heartaches, struggles, losses.
. Calmness seals jagged cracks
Chiseled by hardships, debts, deadlines.
Acceptance heals stinging wounds
Cut by desertion, failures, regrets.

.

You've shed their shackles,
Severed their knots,
Released from earthly burdens.
Swaying, swirling, twirling

Readied for the flames of ignorance to consume in tribute,
Honors poured into the waiting mouths of the unworthy,
. Sweet rewards, pressed by the sacred Soldiers of St. Luke,
Nestled in the ripe, pregnant fruits of the Valley of Muses,
Inspirations drained from dearly beloved founts of knowledge,
Visions tainted, perverted, and soiled by the unimaginative blind,
Dreams raped by those minds suffering from creative impotence,
Weakness that buried us all beneath a cemetery of doubt,
As the beauty of Creation we all held within died slowly,
Drowning beneath the endless depths of modern mediocrity.

Fairfield University's Fall 2010

Career Fair
Connect with employers about job
and internship opportunities!

Thursday, September 30
11 a.m. -3 p.m.
The Leslie C. Quick Jr. Recreation Complex
(adjacent to Alumni Hail)

H^Suits recommended
H^Bring lots of resumes and your StagCard

For a list of companies, please refer to the
Career Planning Center Web site: www.fafrfield.edu/cpc.
For more information, call the
Career Planning Center at (203) 254-4081.
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If I Ran Fairfield For A Day...
Dan Leitao
Oh if I could run Fairfield for a day. I
think we all know that if Blackberry girl or
myself ran this school, well, kegs would
be allowed back on campus and we would
find a way to open up the Townhouse basements once again. But after allowing the
debauchery on weekends to run its course,
We should think about what is best for
Fairfield as a whole.
1. The Beach: You can't avoid it. If I want
to make money, I would get rid of students
living at the beach and increase the price of
on campus housing. But we all know that is
something Fairfield already does.
For the Fairfield image I can't disagree
that reducing The Beach would be the thing to
do (let the hate mail begin). The Beach is great
and a tradition of old, but if they can drastically
improve on-campus housing I might have to
agree. It will be a shame to see it go, but at the
end of the day getting all students on campus
would improve campus life a lot.
2. Food: I would get rid of the 'all you can
eat' buffet style food at the cafeteria and switch
to the 'by item' pricing that Sacred Heart does.
It would be nice to be able to get a sandwich to
go from Barone with out having to shell $8.00
out at The Stag every time. It is a pain to eat a
quick lunch when you have to go all the way up
to Barone and sit and eat it there.
Speaking of the sandwiches at The
Stag, some uniformity in the sandwich
would be nice, having to chose which person I want to help me because I don't want
my sandwich to have one piece of meat
would be a nice change.
3. IRHA & FUSA: FUSA is going to like
what I have to say for once. Get rid of IRHA;
they are just one more group on campus that

programs events. Give spring weekend to
FUSA and have representatives in dorms. In
the end IRHA really does what FUSA does already - program events that nobody goes too.
Whoops, FUSA still won't like what I said.
4. Sports: Let us tailgate with kegs in the
parking lots before games just like the lacrosse parents do. The ability to drink means
fan support. At big state schools freshmen
can be drinking before the game in the open
- you can't want fans and not allow pre-game
festivities. Then again, nobody needs some
person waving a flag in their face while they
are trying to watch.
5. Student Affairs Office: I should really
stay away from this office because I would
like to graduate. All I will say is I would, as my
last act of running Fairfield, insist that Dean
Thomas Pellegrino take over the school. He
cares about the school and most importantly,
the students. Even though he would most certainly close the basements and kick kegs back
off campus, I think he would do a great job.
There are many more things I would
change about Fairfield, but I would not
change majority of the people who work here
or the students.
But most importantly if I were inviting
seniors to the President's dinner series, I would
have the decency to at least use a form letter
that address students by name. It's seriously
three clicks of the mouse to do so, instead they
now say 'Dear Senior.' Because at the end of
the day, when you are running the school you
should try to make it seem like you at least like
your students.
At the end of the day I love Fairfield. Don't
believe me? Just come to Harbor Yard at 9 p.m.
on Friday when we play our foe Sienna, and we
shall see.
- Sent from my iPhone

Alexandria Hein
Oh if I were President of Fairfield University for a day, the changes you would see
would be everlasting. First and foremost, the
entire administration would call for recasting. Figures like Dr. Phil Lane would make
the impression I would want parents and
future students to get, not someone who as a
senior I still haven't even met!
The girl to guy ratio would have to go,
and nobody would be allowed to go to a
party looking like their nose was just stuck
in the snow. Our athletics department needs
some revamping, I mean honestly, are you
paying the coaches to simply go camping?
No titles, no excitement, no spirit, no fun,
jeez a game without alcohol is like being hit
over the head with a full bottle of rum.
The CORE teaches no values, the concept is old, if it were up to me a slightly different story would be told. We would learn
lessons through real experience, like how
Coughlin runs the Giants, and not have to
suffer through another meditation by Thomas Aquinas. Compare us to any school, and
you'll see we currently don't match, come
on administration let's find a new batch!
Now this is all hypothetical, it's not
kosher to call on everyone to resign, in fact
it'd be a disaster I just didn't want this rhyme
to take a long time. Administration is easy
to target, they are out in the open but seriously the student body, yeah I'd pick a new
market.
Boys with bad manners would be left
at the door, and girl did you seriously think
I'd allow you in looking like a wh... need I
say more. After four years I still bitch about
Dolan, not getting a Townhouse and having
to deal with Barone affecting my colon! Am I

entitled? You bet, it's not like this school was
free, I mean seriously my college experience
must be all about me, me, me!
The Beach would be off limits to anyone
that isn't a Stag, I mean just this weekend we
were left with all of those Sacred Heart rags.
Alcohol would be served on Sundays, and
definitely allowed in the dorms, von Arx if I
credit you with one thing it's for the Amethyst
Initiative, wish they passed all the forms.
If you think I hate this school then
you're clearly mistaken, it's with my pride
that I write about all the things I would claim
for the taking. Fairfield is my place, and I
should not have to say much more, I just
would like to lower the prices in that Godforsaken bookstore.. .1 am a Stag through
and through there should be no doubt, it's
just fun to think about what would happen if
I were the Count.
Now of course we get to the point in the
story where I have to take a shot at iPhone
boy so let's somehow fit him into this allegory. Writing with you so far has been
the utmost pleasure; it's a time in my life.I
certainly will treasure. Every week I find my
words or ideas somehow sneak into your
side, it's okay not all of us are able to spit
with such snide. I am flattered that you copy
my ideas and phrases, it's not everyday that
someone sings my praises.
This section used to be about satire
and words that would provoke but someone
wasn't very funny and the paper almost
went up in smoke. To that certain writer
damn you for ruining this section, but that's
enough of that, I think he finally got a job
connection. My brain is shot, I think I am
through, happy semester my Stags, and good
luck to all of you!
- Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry

White Out Friday Night
February 4th @9:00 P.M.
Busses Leave Alumni Hall 8:15

Come Be On

Win an iPad
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M(*dd&nlng'Mondayy
1. adjective,

I truly believe Monday's are the worst. After a (1.

_) weekend of party-

2.-ingverb.

ing and (2.

3. number

When my alarm goes off at 9 a.m. I bite my tongue before screaming (4.

4. exclamation.

My roommate probably wants to kill me because I hit snooze at least 5 times. At some point

5. adverb

I (5.

6. adjective.

There's nothing worse than walking barefoot on the (6.

7. animal

Santa for a pair of (7.

8. food

), all my body wants to do is sleep for (3..

) days.
)!!!!

) force myself out of bed and head to the bathroom to brush my teeth.
) tiles. I meant to ask

) slippers!

When I look at the clock and see that my class starts in 10 minutes I feel like

9. cartoon

(8.

10. adjective.

to class on time so I throw on my boots and jacket and head out into the (10.^

11. adjective.

snow. Hopefully the hot guy with those (11.

12. adverb

). I hate having to wear my (9.

Of course on my way there I (12.

) pj's to class but I have to get

_) glasses is absent!
__

_). drop all my books as I

13. motion verb

(13.

) up the stairs in (14.

14. campus building.

(15.

) and my eyes started to water. It was so embarrassing! I grab all my stuff

15. verb_

and continue to rush to class. It was totally not a (16.

16. famous person.
17. noun

When I finally make it to class that (17.

,

out from under me and the whole class starts (18._

18. -ingverb_

ing to make it through the rest of the day. Mondays (19.

19. negative verb.
,.rs

Fairfield University Student
Special
(Student Stag Card Required)

Haircuts

$25

(men & women)

Color
Partial
Full

60

90
120

Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays
Call for Appt. with Nicole, Erica or Caity

2060 Post Road, Fairfield, CT 06824 (203) 255-0798
Hours: 9-5:30, Wed & Thurs open till 8:00 pm

)

). My nose started to

) move.
) who sits behind me pulls my seat
). I don't know how I'm go__)!

Sports

THE MIRROR | Week of Feb. 2, 2011

Page 21

THIS WEEK IN SPORTS
THE WEEK THAT WAS IN FAIRFIELD ATHLETICS

How THE

STAGS
STAND IN THE MAAC

TEN QUESTIONS
WITH RYAN OLANDER
MEN'S BASKETBALL
BY JOHN TESSITORE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Introducing the tallest man on campus, the Stags center
Ryan Olander '12. Olander played his high school basketball
at E.O Smith High School in Storrs, Conn., right in the heart of
Uconn country. The captain leads the Stags in rebounding averaging 7.3 caroms per contest
while also averaging an even 10 points per game this season. Lets meet the Big O.

Men
Overall
Fairfield
17-4
Saint Peter's 13-9
Rider
15-8
Iona
13-9
Loyola
11-10
Siena
9-12
Canisius
10-11
Marist
4-19
Manhattan 4-18
Niagara
4-19

Women
Overall
Marist
19-2
Loyola
11-10
Manhattan
15-6
Fairfield
14-6
Siena
8-12
Iona
9-13
Saint Peter's
3-18
Canisius
6-15
Rider
2-19
Niagara
1-20

The Mirror: To a bystander, how would you describe your team on the court?

BY THE NUMBERS

Ryan Olander: Balanced; we have a lot of weapons that work well together on the floor.
Anyone could go off any night.
TM: To a bystander, how would you describe your team off the court?,
RO: Family.
TM: What do you have to do to beat Iona and Rider this weekend?
RO: We have to focus on details in our preparation and come ready to play.
TM: Who is the funniest member of your team? Why?
RO: I don't know if I could pick just one, when we're all together it's pretty funny.
TM: Who is the best singer on your team?

42

12

Number of
rebounds by
the men Stags
last Monday
night against
Canisius.

RO: No one can sing!

2

Both Taryn Johnson
The number of
and Katie Cizinski of the
times Derek
Needham has Women's Basketball team
lead the team in achieved MAAC weekly
honors, player of the
indivual game
week and rookie of the
points this
week, respectively.
season.

TM: What are your ultimate goals for yourself as a basketball player?
RO: To win MAAC championships and be able to play after college.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

TM: What do you have to do to win the MAAC this year?
RO: Come to play hard every day in practice and for games.
TM: What is your favorite memory with Coach Cooley?
RO: When I called him to commit to Fairfield.
TM: What is your pregame ritual?
RO: Take a short nap.
TM: What is your favorite food?

"He was on his case like Sherlock Holmes all
night," said Stags fan Robert Belfiore '11, referring to point guard Jamel Fields and his impressive defense on Monday night against Canisius.

RO: Pizza probably, but I'll eat almost anything.

Because they like to
talk... Sports.

TOM FITZPATHICK
SPORTS COLUMNIST

TOMMY POEISE
LAX GOALIE
BLOOPER

L

JACK MEAGHER
SUNDAY NIGHT
CONTRIBUTOR

Best part about Friday's
game vs. Manhattan?

Why you would or would
not want to be the Stag
for a day?

How did you stay active
during last week's snow
days?

What do you have to
say about how packed
the RecPlex has been
recently?

What are you most
looking forward to from
this year's Super Bowl
game?

Many students and faculty members, including
Dr. Paul Caster, coming
out on a Friday and supporting the Stags.

I can't dance like the Stag.

Jumping jacks and
calisthenics.

It can't be worse then The
Edge lately.

Archie Moore's buffalo
wings.

Seeing Paul Caster support You can hide behind the
the Stags at Friday's barn
anonymity of the Stag,
burner against Manhattan.
Hi Dr.

Parties in the driveway of the Reacharound.

Do you mean The
Edge?

The Packers winning

Watching Dr.Caster
triumphantly celebrate
catching a t-shirt

Driveway party of the
Reacharound - before,
during and after it was
shoveled out.

I would. I'm into antlers.

Normally people give up
on their New Year's resolutions by now...

Seeing if the Budweiser
frogs make a return to
commercial glory.
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Defensive Dynamite:
Women's Basketball Conference Winning Streak Continues
BY IVEY SPEIGHT
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

After losing three straight games only a few weeks ago,
the Fairfield University women's basketball team has come
together and won their fourth straight conference contest on
Sunday against the Rider Broncs.
" 14-6 and 7-3. We're back where we want to be," Coach
Joe Frager said.
The prevalent theme for the 2010-2011 basketball season is to go some place where the women's basketball team
has never been before. And as of Monday, they are on their
way to reaching that plateau as they find themselves on top
of the national standings for scoring defense.
"We've worked hard on our defense and we take pride
in that, so it's great to be first and it's a real big accomplishment for us," the team's leading scorer Katelyn Linney '13
said.
While the fact that the team is statistically the best defensively out of any other school playing at the Dl level gives
off a sense of accomplishment, if a program intends to win a
championship they must rely on more than just one aspect.
The current conference winning streak has shown that
this squad can be more than a one dimensional team.. While
the saving force of the year has been the best defense in the
nation to pick up the struggling offense, the Stags are starting
to shoot the ball at a higher rate.
"We're a little more relaxed now and it's getting on a roll
now," Linney said. During their last four contests Fairfield
averaged nearly 60 points per game, 3 tallies higher than
their season average, and shot 46 percent from the floor during their last two victories.
According to Frager, the reason for the sudden spike in
percentage can be credited to a new emphasis for balance
on the offensive side.
"We've made a conscious effort to try and get more
things going towards the rim and some more post ups," he
said, "as opposed to living and dying on the perimeter which
at times we've done this year."

The new found offensive spark and the always constant
defensive display cannot be credited to just one player. With
the Fairfield Stags,, success does not depend on one particular athlete carrying the team on their back like in past years.
Instead of playing as many individuals, they need to perform
as a smoothly run single unit.
"We always talk about trying to play Fairfield basketballthat means good ball security, good half court defense, and
really playing together as a unit," Frager said.
Midway through the MAAC season, Fairfield has had
contributions from people who entered the year under the
radar. Sophomore Brittany MacFarlane leads the conference in rebounds in MAAC only games while senior Joelle
Nawrocki remains in the top 5 in assists against conference
foes.
Even though Linney is the team's leading scorer, the
guard also knows how important it is for the squad to play as
a whole.
"We need every single person here and when we communicate out on the court, we're all together and that's when
we have the most success," she said. ■
Although the talent level might not rank as high as other
teams in the MAAC, the Stags hope that playing as a group
can knock off the other squads with better raw individual
talent.
"We're not the greatest team in the world laterally.
We're not going to beat a lot of guys one-on-one both offensively and defensively," Coach Frager said. "They need
each other and the more they believe that the better they will
become."
After all, the squad thus far stands on top of the nation
in scoring defense without the nationally recognized names
of Maya Moore, Brittney Griner, or being led by Geno Auriemma. Instead, they remain successful as a single machine
made out of parts such as Katelyn Linney, Desiree Pina, and
Joe Frager as the manufacturer of it all.
"It shows when a group of kids who pay attention and
really try to do what we want as a coaching staff, they can
accomplish good things," Frager said.

Stags Hit the Stage for Talent Show

After the win on Sunday, Fairfield is tied for third
place in the MAAC with four games against the top three
combined still left to be played. But going forward, playing
together can help this group and lead them to realize all the
promise that the squad has.
As Coach Frager said, "Our destiny is in our hands."

Peter Caty/The Mirror

Katelyn Linney '13, the current leading scorer for the Women's Basketball team, credits the team's defense and increasing comfort on the court for their current success.

Weekend Win for Stags
Against Manhattan
BY TOM FITZPATRICK
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Fairfield University Athletics

The Student Athlete Talent Show on Saturday night brought out Stags fans both big and small.

BY GABRIELLA TUTINO

!

-

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Fairfield University varsity athletes are talented in
more ways than one: in addition to being kickass on the
field, they are exceptional entertainers.
Last Saturday, the Fairfield varsity sports teams
gathered in Alumni Hall to participate in the first-ever
student athlete talent show. Sponsored by Fairfield's
Student Athletic Advisory Committee (SAAC), the talent
show also acted as a fundraiser, with all proceeds going
to the Grace Evanko Fund. Evanko is a second grader
from the Fairfield area who has an inoperable brain
tumor.
"I heard about Grace's story from my physical therapist and thought it would be a great way for us to give
back to a local family that deserved our help," explained
Kelley Brady '12, co-president of SAAC and a member
of the women's lacrosse team. Planning for the event

began in September.
All 20 Fairfield varsity teams performed in or
worked at the talent show. Acts included dances, skits,
and singing performances.
The winners of the talent show were the Men &
Women's Cross Country teams, who decided to join
forces. The women danced to "Superfreak" and the men
to "Call on Me."
"The cross counry team was well rehearsed and
they came out wanting to win," said Mark Kremheller
'11, a member of the Men's Tennis team. "The talent
show itself was for a really good cause and the sports
teams that participated all did a good job!"
The show succeeded in raising over $1,400 to donate to the Grace Evanko Fund, according to Brady.
"The talent show was a huge success! I hope that
this becomes a Fairfield University annual tradition,"
Brady said. "I'm thrilled that we could raise so much
money for Grace."

Sometimes all it takes is
one right to make good for
many wrongs.
Derek Needham '13 hit
a long three pointer with 8
seconds left to save the Fairfield
Men's Basketball team from
an upset bid by the Manhattan
Jaspers last Friday night at the
Webster Bank Arena at Harbor
Yard by a 61-59 tally.
Derek Needham
The Stags struggled against
a team many thought would
not seriously challenge the MAAC's number one team
this season. However, in the end, the point guard and
talismanic sophomore Needham hit the big shot when
it mattered, and also led the Stags with 16 points on the
night.
The Stags took an early lead but were never able
to settle into a comfortable "cruise control" distance
throughout the night. Manhattan used some stingy
defense and timely hooping of its own to stay within an
arm's reach throughout.
In fact, the ninth place team in the MAAC from New
York City took a 28-25 advantage into the locker room.
The second half featured numerous ties and lead
changes throughout. Swingman Yorel Hawkins' 11 fueled the charge throughout the second half with some
relendess rebounding. But the game was still hanging in
the balance as the final seconds ticked away.
On a broken play, Needham drilled a fall away three
"from the parking lot" and the Stags were able to hold
on to secure the victory and their place atop the MAAC
standings.
The Fairfield students gave a rare impressive showing
as a new floor seating section was unveiled. A continued
loud and boisterous presence from the "Red Sea" will
go a long way in helping the Stags on their home court,
especially at the MAAC tournament March 4-7.
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BY JACK MEAGHER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Maurice Barrow tallied yet another double-double with 14 points and 12
rebounds as the Stags defeated the Canisius Golden Griffins 70-55 at Webster
Bank Arena at Harbor Yard on Monday night.
With the win Fairfield improved to 17-4 on the season, 10-1 in the Metro
Adantic Athletic Conference, and in the process extended their winning
streak to five games. Four of Fairfield's starters finished in double figures,
with Derek Needham' 13 leading the way with 17 points, 5-6 from the free
throw line.
The story of the night, however, was the Fairfield defense, holding Canisius to 33.9 percent shooting from the field, forever frustrating the Canisius
offense with a devastating full court press.
The Stags' athleticism on defense was ubiquitous throughout the game,
hounding Canisius guards into 15 turnovers on the evening.
It all started with guard play, as point guard Jamel Fields '14 frustrated
Canisius guard Alshwan Hymes into poor shot selection all night, while also
coming up with four steals.
"He was on his case like Sherlock Holmes all night," said basketball
enthusiast Robert Belfiore '11. Fairfield was also dominant on the boards
all night, outrebounding Canisius 42-33. The starting frontcourt of Ryan
Olander, Yorel Hawkins, and Maurice Barrow combined for 24 rebounds, four
blocks and 35 points.
•. ■
Canisius could not recover from a slow start coupled with the suffocating defense of Fairfield, never regaining the lead 48 seconds into the first half.
By holding Canisius to their lowest scoring output of the year, Fairfield's
second ranked scoring defense in the nation is beginning to make a name for
itself just as the calendar turns to February and conference play heats up.
Come see the number two ranked scoring defense in the country this
Friday night at 9 p.m. when Fairfield seeks to extend its winning streak to six.
games when taking on MAAC rival Iona at Harbor Yard.

Peter Caty/The Mirror

Clockwise from top: Maurice Barrow soars above his Canisius defender, the Stags enter their home turf at Harbor Yard at the beginning of Monday night's game, Freshmen Sal Trifilio, Joe Mastroluca, Taylor Temple and Gianluca Iaboni the new student fan section at Harbor Yard was
full and enthusiastic on Monday night, cheering on the Stags to a 10-1 MAAC standing, Yorel Hawkins '11 drives to the net.

IINSIDEESPOR

1 Si

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL DEFENSE CONTINUES TO DOMINATE P.22 IO QUESTIONS WITH RYAN OLANDER P.21

